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The (mis) paths of university extension: contributions and limits 

Los (des)caminos de la extensión universitaria: aportes y límites 

Os (des) caminhos da extensão universitária: contribuições e limites 

 

  Historically, universities in Brazil have privileged their place as a 
teaching locus, especially with regard to the transmission of knowledge. 
However, there has been a moment of effective transformations in the 
university context and policies, especially in recent decades, where actions to 
meet the social needs of communities have become imperative. In this 
context, it is worth emphasizing the urgency of strengthening the university 
triad, teaching-research-extension, supporting strategies for the improvement 
of the last pillar: extension1. 

The triad that guides university activities has developed enormously in 
the national context, especially with the interiorization of higher education. 
However, the extension, which brings the academic, as well as their teaching 
institution closer to the community in which they are inserted, still needs 
visibility and access. 

It is essential to strengthen the extension, for that it is necessary to 
invest in structure and educational processes that allow students the ability to 
work in a team, to communicate effectively, to exercise decision-making in the 
face of everyday problematic situations and to have propositional capacity. 
This extensionist path naturally clashes with traditional training or with the 
transmission pedagogy, still present in university institutions. On the other 
hand, strengthening university extension is collaborating with an active 
teaching-learning process, which in turn gains more space in the pedagogical 
projects of courses in the Health Area. 

The university extension allows the student, especially in the area of 
Health, to develop relational skills added to management, by conducting the 
activities designed and executed by the projects. In addition, it allows 
immersion in the real scenario, experiencing the creation of links with the 
users covered by the extensionist actions2. 

Allowing students to develop and improve their human side, with a 
keen eye on needs beyond those around them, as well as experiencing their 
maturation and empowerment and the population they serve, are some of the 
benefits of a university extension project3. 

A relevant milestone for university extension in Brazil is Resolution No. 
7, of December 18, 20184, of the National Council of Education (CNE), which 
establishes the Guidelines for Extension in Brazilian Higher Education and 
regulates the provisions of Goal 12.7 of Law No. 13,005/14. As of this 
resolution, it becomes mandatory to regulate the process of inclusion of 
extension activities in the curriculum of the Courses, called curricularization or  
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payment of the extension, which becomes mandatory for all educational institutions. 

Extension curriculum, currently in vogue at universities, points to the real need for immersion in this theme, 

which is still incipient for many. The inseparability between the improvement of the scenario and national society is 

intrinsically related to university expansion in our country, which aims, among others, to stimulate multi, inter and/or 

transdisciplinary relationships in the search for solutions to emerging social issues5-7.  

In this sense, thinking about the indissociability of teaching, research and extension, as well as the training of 

health professionals who are committed to solving demands and problems of society and who are engaged and 

questioning, the Global Academic Nursing Journal invites you to reflect and discuss about extensionist practices, in 

this special edition of our journal. 
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